THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER.
IN-CH1EF IN THE EAST AT KOVNO,
OCTOBER, 1915, TO JULY, 1916
THE PERIOD OF INACTIVITY
I
AFTER the cessation of the fighting to the north of Arras in May, quiet reigned everywhere on the Western Front throughout the summer of 1915. At the end of September the Entente started a powerful offensive near Loos and in Chimpagne. The troops which had been transferred from the East arrived just in time to support the defenders of the Western Front, who were holding out so gallantly, and avert a serious defeat.
The Italians had attacked repeatedly, but without success. The Austrian Army fought well against Italy; she was their hereditary foe, whereas the war against Russia aroused no national prejudices,
The German and Austrian General Staffs had decided upon the conquest of Serbia. Bulgaria, a natural enemy of Serbia, and smarting under the loss of Macedonia, declared herself openly on our side. The taking of Warsaw had made a particularly strong impression on her, The Bulgarian contribution of twelve strong infantry divisions at once equalized the forces in the Balkans, Field-Marshal von Mackensen crossed the Danube at the beginning of October. By the beginning of December the Serbian campaign had brought us close to the Greek frontier. Consideration for Greece, the fatigue of the troops, and the state of our communi-
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